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[bookmark: _Toc149750288]Program Contact Information

Dr. Shah Khan, CZMT Program Co-Chair
Shah.Khan@stockton.edu 
Telephone: 609-626-3145
Office: A&S 122

Dr. Mark Sullivan, CZMT Program Co-Chair 
Mark.Sullivan@stockton.eduTelephone: 609-626-3575
Office: USC 112

Sarah Albertson, Graduate Education Assistant
School of General Studies and Graduate Education
Sarah.Albertson@stockton.edu
Telephone: 609-652-4586
Office: J 102

[bookmark: _Toc149750289]Program Description
In much of the world, population growth in the coastal zone is increasing, stressing the natural resources and those that depend on them due to over-development, pollution and over-exploitation of resources.  At the same time, global climate change, linked to anthropogenic activities, is increasingly affecting the coastal zone due to an increased prevalence of high-energy storms, ocean acidification and sea level rise. 
The purpose of the Coastal Zone Management (CZMT) graduate degree program is to develop the holistic knowledge and skills necessary to navigate the complexities of managing human interactions within a highly dynamic coastal environment, and to analyze the natural, social, legal, economic and institutional processes for integrated coastal zone management and sustainable development.
At the end of this program, students will be able to:
· Describe the physical, biological, chemical, and geological processes active in the coastal zone.
· Articulate how changes in coastal zone environments affect coastal communities and stakeholders.
· Articulate how human actions, laws, and policies affect coastal zone environments.
· Apply appropriate quantitative methods and tools to coastal zone problems.
· Perform a variety of field and laboratory research methods.
· Identify a problem pertinent to coastal zone management, develop a plan to study it, and conduct the appropriate research.
· Effectively communicate scientific and management information, research results, and recommendations orally and in writing.
· Work effectively both individually and in a team environment.
[bookmark: _Toc149750290]Program Faculty
CZMT full-time faculty (may advise thesis or capstone research)
Shah Khan, Assistant Professor of Coastal Zone Management. Research areas: Coastal resilience, coupled human-natural systems, nature-based solutions, water- and climate-sensitive infrastructure.
Peter Straub, Professor of Biology and Coastal Zone Management. Research areas: Molecular biology, marine ecology, beach and salt marsh plants, scientific diving, marine survey.
Affiliated full-time faculty (may advise thesis or capstone research)
Tait Chirenje, Professor of Environmental Science. Research areas: Urban trace metal geochemistry, indoor air quality, environmental remediation, indoor air quality, water chemistry, brownfields characterization, international sustainable development.
Susanne Moskalski, Associate Professor of Marine Science. Research areas: Sediment transport, coastal processes, time series analysis, marshes and estuaries, sedimentology.
Anna Pfeiffer-Herbert, Associate Professor of Marine Science. Research areas: Coastal physical oceanography, estuaries, biological-physical interactions, biogeochemical fluxes.
Mark Sullivan, Professor of Marine Science. Research areas: Ichthyology, early life history of fishes, fisheries management, fisheries oceanography, climate change, marine debris.
Christine Thompson, Associate Professor of Marine Science. Research areas: Shellfish biology, oyster restoration, benthic ecology, plankton ecology, coastal conservation and natural resource preservation. 
Emma Witt, Associate Professor of Environmental Science. Research Areas: Surface water hydrology, influence of land use change on runoff, storm response, baseflow and water quality; vernal pool hydrology, hydrologic monitoring.
Affiliated adjunct faculty (may advise capstone research)
Steven Hafner, Assistant Director, Stockton Coastal Research Center.
Jason Kelsey, Adjunct Faculty, Environmental Studies. Research areas: Saltmarsh ecology, estuary biodiversity, avian ecology, sediments, field methods and techniques.
Joseph Lisa, Environmental Attorney (retired from U.S. Environmental Protection Agency). Research areas: Environmental law and policy, enforcement of federal environmental laws, regulation of emerging contaminants of concern, coastal and marine regulatory policy.
Kimberly McKenna, Interim Executive Director, Stockton Coastal Research Center. Research areas: Coastal processes, coastal geology, tidal inlet dynamics, sediment transport, dredged material management, tidal wetlands migration and restoration, coastal management.
Stephen Nagiewicz, Adjunct Faculty, Marine Science. Research areas: Shipwreck archaeology, coastal zone management of maritime heritage.
Crist Robine, Chief Sedimentologist/Geoscience Specialist, Stockton Coastal Research Center.
Jason Simmons, Professional Planner (American Institute of Certified Planners). Research areas: Transportation, air quality, project management, National Environmental Policy Act, built environment.   
Jacalyn Toth Sullivan, Adjunct Faculty, Marine Science. Research areas: Marine mammal ecology; anthropogenic impacts on marine mammal biology, behavior, distribution patterns, and essential habitat.  

[bookmark: _Toc149750291]Curriculum
All CZMT students take four core courses that cover a breadth of coastal zone science, policy, management and technical skills. Students on the CZMT-PSM track take two additional required courses in professional development. After completing the core curriculum, students choose electives toward specialized knowledge in their intended career path. The curriculum culminates in a capstone project on the CZMT-PSM track or a thesis project on the CZMT-MS track. A Certificate in Coastal Zone Management requires completion of the CZMT-PSM core courses. A full-time graduate student is enrolled in 9 or more credits per semester. Students are not required to be full-time to work toward and complete a graduate degree. However, the normal time limit for degree completion is five years. An individual grade of “C” or higher is required for all graduate courses. An overall GPA of 3.0 is required for graduation. 
[bookmark: _Toc149750292]Professional Science Master’s (P.S.M.) degree requirements
This non-thesis option consists of 36 credit hours, including a capstone project, and will prepare students for work or career advancement in a professional setting.
Required core courses (18 credits)
CZMT 5170 Coastal Ecosystems
CZMT 5200 Coastal Physical Processes
CZMT 5400 Coastal Zone Policy, Law and Planning
CZMT 5302 Applied Geographic Information Systems
CZMT/ENSC 5401 Project Management
CZMT/ENSC 5110 Professional Writing
Elective courses (12 credits)
See the current course catalog for elective options, including Coastal Engineering Principles, Hydrographic Instrumentation and Surveys, Coastal and Maritime Heritage and Management, Statistical Analysis, Watershed Management, Land Use Planning, Wetlands Ecology, Environmental Quality, and Introduction to Data Science and Analytics.
Up to 3 credits of electives may be selected from ENSC or DSSA upon approval of the graduate preceptorial advisor and program chair. 
Capstone Project (6 credits)

[bookmark: _Toc149750293]Master of Science (M.S.) degree requirements
This option consists of 36 credit hours and includes a research-based thesis. It is intended for students aiming for further academic study or research.
Required core courses (12 credits)
CZMT 5170 Coastal Ecosystems
CZMT 5200 Coastal Physical Processes
CZMT 5400 Coastal Zone Policy, Law and Planning
CZMT 5302 Applied Geographic Information Systems
Elective courses (15 credits)
See the current course catalog for elective options, including Project Management, Professional Writing, Coastal Engineering Principles, Hydrographic Instrumentation and Surveys, Coastal and Maritime Heritage and Management, Statistical Analysis, Watershed Management, Land Use Planning, Wetlands Ecology, Environmental Quality, and Introduction to Data Science and Analytics.
Up to 6 credits of electives may be selected from ENSC or DSSA upon approval of the graduate preceptorial advisor and program chair. 
Thesis Research (9 credits)

[bookmark: _Toc149750294]Graduate Certificate in Coastal Zone Management requirements
A certificate requires 18 credit hours of coursework. This option is appropriate for working professionals and other individuals who will benefit from advanced study of coastal zone management science without completion of a graduate degree.
Required core courses (18 credits)
CZMT 5170 Coastal Ecosystems
CZMT 5200 Coastal Physical Processes
CZMT 5400 Coastal Zone Policy, Law and Planning
CZMT 5302 Applied Geographic Information Systems
CZMT/ENSC 5401 Project Management
CZMT/ENSC 5110 Professional Writing
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The two CZMT graduate degree tracks each require a significant independent research project that students will complete under the direction of a project advisor and committee. Review and follow the guidelines for the relevant degree track.
[bookmark: _Toc149750296]P.S.M. Capstone Project guidelines
A capstone project can involve one of the following activities:
1. Research project with a faculty member in the Coastal Zone Management program or other program, including other academic institutions.
2. Internship with an outside organization.
3. A project with an outside organization at which the student is employed or affiliated.
Students should register for their capstone project after completing their first full-time year or 18 credits at Stockton, unless there is a compelling reason to start it earlier. Each student will select two advisors to help supervise the capstone project. One advisor must be a Stockton University School of Natural Sciences and Mathematics full-time, part-time, or adjunct faculty member (CZMT-affiliated faculty recommended). Students are encouraged (but not required) to select a professional from outside Stockton University as the second advisor. The student or primary advisor should email the CZMT program chair(s) to formally establish project advisors. 
Ideally, capstone projects should be completed over a period of no more than a year (including the summer semester). Students will register for CZMT 5810 Capstone Project in two subsequent semesters (recommended) or 6 credits of CZMT 5810 in a single semester. The program faculty advisor will hold primary responsibility for supervising the progress on the capstone and determining a course grade, with input from the second advisor. 
Important steps and milestones for the PSM program are in Appendix A. The typical schedule for completing the capstone project is:
1. Submit capstone proposal by the end of the first semester of CZMT 5810 (submission by Week 8-10 recommended for timely feedback). The proposal must include (i) project title and capstone advisors, (ii) hypothesis or question to be addressed, (iii) literature review and relevance of research, (iv) summary of methods, (v) potential outcomes, and (vi) timeline. The proposal will be reviewed by the capstone advisors, who may request revisions. Notification of the acceptance of the proposal should be sent to the program chair(s) by email from the primary advisor. 
2. Complete capstone project and prepare final report (outlined below) during the second semester of CZMT 5810. Students are encouraged to meet with advisors at least monthly to discuss progress on the project. Students should contact the program chair if they are encountering challenges with timely progress on the project that cannot be resolved by the advisors.
3. Presentation of capstone research findings at the Graduate Research Symposium or a professional conference. A presentation may be completed during or after the second semester of the project, and it is a requirement for completion of the capstone.

Each student is required to submit a written report that details the work done on the capstone project [see recommended guidelines and sample of the title page in Appendix B]. The report will include:
a. A title page stating the project title, author name, and date submitted
b. Signature page for the advisors and program chair
c. An abstract of 250-500 words
d. Introduction (including background, literature review, aims and objectives, etc.)
e. Methods
f. Results
g. Discussion and implications of results
h. Conclusions and major outcomes
i. References 
j. Tables and Figures (Each table and figure should include a detailed caption. Do not embed figures within the main body of the report.)
k. Appendices (optional)

Other formats, in consultation with the capstone advisors, are acceptable. The report should have a minimum of 5,000 words of main text (about 10 pages single-spaced, 12-point font, standard margins) not including title page, abstract, references, tables and figures, or appendices. Submit the report by email to the capstone advisors and the program chair in Microsoft Word or PDF format. 

CZMT program chairs will maintain a repository of capstone reports in electronic format.


[bookmark: _Toc149750297]M.S. Thesis guidelines
An M.S. thesis project is an extensive, professional-level academic research project. This is a major undertaking that will take multiple semesters. Although thesis advisors and committees will provide guidance and feedback, this is an independent research experience in which students will take charge of research progress and apply professional research and writing skills. The final product of this project is a written thesis that the student will present to the CZMT community.
These guidelines describe the procedures and requirements for thesis research that are specific to the Coastal Zone Management program. Students should also familiarize themselves with the general requirements posted on the School of General Studies and Graduate Education website, especially the Graduate Thesis Manual. 
Recommended timeline
Students planning to complete their degree in two years should follow the approximate timeline shown below. Variations of this timeline are allowed for students planning to take longer than two years and by consultation with their thesis committee. Important steps and milestones for the MS program are in Appendix C.
Year 1, Fall semester
• Form thesis committee
• Conduct literature review
• Draft thesis proposal

Year 1, Spring semester
• Defend thesis proposal
• Obtain IACUC or IRB approval, if needed

Year 1, Summer
• Continue literature review
• Begin research

Year 2, Fall semester
• Continue research
• Begin writing thesis

Year 2, Spring semester
• Submit thesis by Week 8
• Defend thesis by Week 11
• Revise & submit final thesis

Thesis committee
A thesis committee provides advice and feedback during the thesis research process and reviews the thesis proposal, oral defense, and final written thesis. The thesis committee will consist of a Chair and at least two additional committee members. The Thesis Chair should be a full-time Stockton faculty member affiliated with the CZMT program. Chairs are responsible for overall advising of the thesis project and scheduling committee meetings at least once per semester when a student is actively working on the thesis project. One of the two additional committee members must be another full-time Stockton faculty member affiliated with CZMT or a closely related discipline. The third committee member may be either another Stockton faculty, faculty at another institution, or an outside professional with a knowledge base relevant to the thesis topic. Up to two additional readers may be added to the committee if desired.
Students enrolled in the CZMT-MS program should select a committee early in their degree, ideally within the first semester. The student is responsible for requesting committee participation, but is encouraged to consult with their Thesis Chair or other CZMT faculty for advice. Once a committee has been established, complete a Thesis Committee form (before proposal review) and an Independent Study form (before registering for thesis credit) in consultation with the Thesis Chair. Both forms should be sent to the Program Chair. (These forms can be found on the Graduate Education Forms and Resources website.)   
Thesis project proposal
A thesis research proposal must be submitted and approved prior to beginning the research (aside from literature review and preliminary methods development). This will typically occur no later than the end of the second semester in the program. The written proposal must include:
· Project title, thesis chair and committee members
· Hypotheses or questions to be addressed
· Preliminary literature review establishing the relevance of the research
· Proposed methodology
· Anticipated outcomes
· Timeline
· References
Submit the proposal to the Thesis Chair, who will distribute it to all committee members for review and schedule a proposal review meeting. 

In the proposal review meeting, the student will present a 15-minute summary of the thesis proposal, followed by questions and feedback from the committee. The committee will then vote to allow the thesis project to proceed. If extensive changes to the project objectives or approach are necessary, the committee may request a revised proposal. The Thesis Chair will notify the CZMT Program Chair of the thesis proposal decision.
Certain types of research require additional institutional approvals. Research involving vertebrate animals must receive approval from the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC). Research involving human subjects must receive approval from the Institutional Review Board (IRB). Students are responsible for ensuring completion of IACUC or IRB applications, with Thesis Chair supervision, and any necessary training before beginning the research.
Thesis research credits
CZMT-MS students must take at least 9 credits of CZMT 5880 Thesis Research under the supervision of their Thesis Chair. Students should not enroll in CZMT 5880 until they have an approved thesis proposal. A student completing the degree in two years will typically take 3 credits of CZMT 5880 per semester beginning in the second semester or 3 credits/6 credits in their final two semesters. Different arrangements of the 9 credits are acceptable (consult with the Thesis Chair or Program Chair). Students who have completed 9 credits of thesis research but have not defended their thesis should register for a minimum of 1 credit per semester or apply for Maintenance of Matriculation or a Leave of Absence to continue enrollment in the program.
Thesis defense
Prior to approval of the written thesis, students will deliver an oral defense of their thesis research. The thesis defense must take place no later than four weeks before the end of the semester in which the student plans to graduate at a date and time agreed upon by the student and thesis committee. The committee must be provided with a draft of the full written thesis at least three weeks prior to the defense. Although the written thesis will be considered a draft at this point, it should be complete and follow the formatting guidelines described below.

The thesis defense will consist of a 30-minute public presentation on the Stockton campus, followed by 15-20 minutes of questions. After the public Q&A and a short break, the audience will be asked to leave, and the thesis committee will ask additional questions about the presentation and written thesis for 30-60 minutes. The committee will then confer without the student present and vote to pass without revisions, pass with revisions to the written thesis or not pass the defense. Students who do not pass their defense will be allowed an additional opportunity to defend their thesis after completing necessary revisions to the research (no earlier than the following semester). The thesis committee will also provide the student with feedback on their written thesis and discuss requirements for revision of the thesis.  
Written thesis requirements
The written thesis must meet formatting requirements in the Graduate Thesis Manual (summarized below) and follow standard scientific writing practices. The thesis committee must review and approve the written thesis after the thesis defense (or at the time of the defense, if the committee votes to pass with no revisions). Committee members and the Dean of the School of Natural Sciences & Mathematics must sign the title page to indicate approval of the thesis.
The written thesis must contain the following sections:
Title page (see template in Appendix D)
Abstract
Acknowledgements
Table of Contents
List of Figures
List of Tables
Body chapters (sections labeled Chapter 1, Chapter 2, etc.)
References
Appendices (if applicable)
The length and number of body chapters will be arranged between the student and the thesis committee. A typical M.S. thesis contains sufficient work for 1-2 peer-reviewed research articles. All chapters must follow a single, coherent theme. The Abstract following the title page should summarize the theme and findings across all chapters. Individual chapters may also have a chapter-specific abstract if desired. 
Students are encouraged to prepare thesis chapters for publication as a research article in a peer-reviewed journal; therefore, content such as section headings and citation style may vary to meet journal specifications. In the absence of journal guidelines, it is recommended that the thesis use CSE author-year citations and include the following subsections within each chapter:
Title
Author(s)*
Contribution of Authors (if applicable)*
Abstract 
Introduction
Methods
Results 
Discussion
Conclusions
References
Tables and Figures

*Co-authored articles are common practice in our field. If a thesis chapter will be submitted for publication with co-authors, the student must be the lead author and primary researcher in charge of the project. List co-authors and their affiliations in the header of the chapter. A paragraph labeled “Contributions of Authors” should follow the list of authors and summarize contributions each author made (see CRediT categories; example statements).
If a chapter has been submitted or accepted for publication, list the full citation and status (e.g., In Review, In Press,…) below the Contribution of Authors.
Formatting guidelines (see Graduate Thesis Manual for further details)
· Use Times New Roman font for most text (12 point for body text, maximum 14 point for headings)
· Use Arial or similar sans serif font in figures, with adequate size for legibility (10 point or greater)
· Single-space Table of Contents, Table and Figure legends
· Double-space body text
· Use a minimum of 1-inch margins. The final copy of the thesis must have a 1.5-inch margin on the left side of the page for binding.
· Insert page numbers at the bottom center of the page. Do not number the Title page or overall Abstract. Use lower case Roman numerals (i, ii, iii,…) for Acknowledgements, Table of Contents, Lists of Figures and Tables. Begin Arabic numeral 1 at the beginning of the first body chapter and continue to the end of the thesis.
· If prepared in Microsoft Word, students may find the following tools helpful for maintaining consistency in formatting: document styles, insert table of contents, figure captions. Similar document layout functionality can be found in other tools (such as LaTeX).
· Line numbers are optional but recommended for the draft thesis submitted to the committee. Line numbers should be removed in the final copy.
· The draft thesis may be submitted electronically in PDF format. The final revised thesis should be printed one-sided on white, 8.5x11-inch paper (20-24 pound weight, acid-free archival quality). A PDF copy of the final thesis should also be provided to the thesis committee.




[bookmark: _Toc149750298]Graduate Assistantships and other funding sources
A limited number of graduate assistantships (GA) are available each semester. These assistantships provide tuition waivers for a certain number of credits. Incoming students apply through Graduate Admissions. Current students should follow the application instructions in the Graduate Assistantship Application & Handbook and submit their application directly to the CZMT Program Chair(s). Applications are due October 31 for the following Spring semester and March 31 for Fall semesters.
Students are encouraged to reach out to affiliated faculty to discuss funding available through faculty research grants, as well as seek out external fellowships and scholarships. Graduate students can apply for scholarships through the Stockton Foundation, for example.
Internal funds for graduate student research include the Graduate Distinguished Research Fellowship and Graduate Student Travel Funds. Links to both programs are on the Office of Research and Sponsored Programs website. Other resources to finance your graduate education can be found on the Financial Information page of Graduate Admissions. The CZMT Program has a small rolling fund to cover conference travel or supplemental research supplies.
[bookmark: _Toc149750299]Graduate Education Forms and Resources
Program handbooks, registration information, financial aid, university policies & procedures, and links to other campus resources can be found through the Graduate Education Forms and Resources website. 
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New Student
Student assigned a Program Advisor.
Faculty Advisor
Student selects Capstone Faculty Advisor.
Faculty Advisor accepts student as preceptee using Change of Preceptor form.
Advisory Committee
Select two project advisors.
· One must be Stockton faculty (full time or adjunct) affiliated with CZMT.
· Second advisor can be external to Stockton.
Appointment of PSM Advisors.
Faculty Advisor reports appointment to Program Chair.
Proposal Review
Prepare a capstone project proposal (reviewed by advisors).
Faculty Advisor sends draft proposal to Program Chair.
Program Chair sends draft proposal to CZMT Committee for comments.
Student sends an Independent Study form to the Program Chair to register for Capstone credits.
Obtain IACUC or IRB approval, if needed.
Capstone Project Report
Register for CZMT 5810 twice (6 credits total), ideally over two semesters.
Conduct project, submit written report.

Present project at Graduate Research Symposium or professional conference.

Faculty Advisor sends Signature Page and final Capstone report to Program Chair.
Degree Awarded

Appendix B: PSM Capstone Project Report Guidelines
Length and Style
The report should have a minimum of 5,000 words of main text not including the title page, abstract, references, tables, figures, or appendices. Submit the final report by email to the capstone advisors and program chair in Microsoft Word or PDF format. It is recommended that the report use CSE author-year citations. Other formats, in consultation with the capstone advisors, are acceptable.
Formatting Suggestions
The report must be free of typing errors, smudges, and the type must be clear and black throughout, including the captions of the figures, tables, charts, and illustrations. Do not insert any header or footer.

Font 
· Times New Roman 12-point font is required for the body of the report (typeface in any appendices may vary, as needed, for the content). 
· Arial font should be used for charts and figures. 
· Chapter titles should not be larger than 14 pt. 

Margins 
On all pages, the left margin is 1.5 inches. All other margins are 1 inch except for chapter headings, which should be 1.75 inches. Material placed lengthwise (landscape) on the page is printed so that its width is the length of the page, and the margins should be adjusted accordingly. 

Spacing 
· Single space the general text. 
· Single space: Table of Contents, Tables (except short tables that may be double spaced to improve appearance), long quotations, footnotes, figure legends. 
· Appendices may be either single or double spaced. 

Abstract
The length of the abstract should be 250-500 words. The content of the abstract should include the following as appropriate and applicable: 
· Statement of purpose of study.
· Brief description of study site and methodology.
· Brief description of procedures (e.g., questionnaire, interview, tests, etc.). 
· Subject sample (size, pertinent characteristics).
· Brief description of the method of data analysis (e.g., correlations, tests of significance, percentages, etc.) 
· Brief description of major findings or conclusions of the study.

Report Elements
All page numbers should be placed at the bottom center of the page.

Sequence of Report Elements 		Pagination
Title page - see sample 			not numbered
Signature page (inner cover) – see sample	not numbered
Abstract 					not numbered
Acknowledgments (if applicable) 		begin with lower case Roman numeral ii
Table of Contents 				lower case Roman numeral iii & consecutive pages
List of Figures 		 		continue consecutive Roman numerals
List of Tables and Charts 		 	continue consecutive Roman numerals
List of Illustrations 				continue consecutive Roman numerals
Body of text 					begin with Arabic page 1
References 					continue consecutive Arabic numerals
Appendices					continue consecutive Arabic numerals

Suggested Chapters (Body of text)
1. Introduction (including background, literature review, objectives, research questions, etc.)
2. Study Site (if applicable)
3. Methods (including data collection and analysis procedures, equipment, etc.) 
4. Analysis and Results
5. Discussion and implications of the results
6. Conclusions and major outcomes

· The chapters can be reorganized in consultation with the capstone advisors. 
· Each table, figure, chart, etc., should be self-explanatory and include a detailed caption. Center-justify the figures, tables, etc., and their captions.
· Chapters should be numbered as CHAPTER 1, etc. Each section and sub-section in a chapter should be numbered as 1.1, 2.3.2, etc.
· Appendices should be numbered as APPENDIX A, etc.
· Include the chapter (or appendix) number in the number of the figure, table, chart, etc. (e.g., Figure 2.1, Table A.3, etc.)
Sample Title Page





[Type Project Title]


[Type Name of Student]





[bookmark: _Hlk137166722]A capstone project report submitted in partial fulfillment
of the requirements for the degree of
Professional Science Master
in Coastal Zone Management.







Stockton University

[Type date of final submission (Month, Year)]





Sample Signature Page (Inner Cover)




This capstone project report titled “[Type project title]” and submitted by [Type student name (Z number:                  )] in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Professional Science Master in Coastal Zone Management is hereby approved by:

 


___________________________________, Capstone Project Advisor 
[Type Name of Capstone Advisor] 




___________________________________, Capstone Project Advisor 
[Type Name of Capstone Advisor] 




___________________________________, Chair, Coastal Zone Management Program
[Type Name of CZMT Program Chair] 



Date: [Type date of final approval]
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New Student
	Student assigned a Program Advisor.
Thesis Chair
Student selects Thesis Chair/Supervisor.
Thesis Chair accepts student as preceptee using Change of Preceptor form.
Thesis Committee
Select thesis committee.
· Thesis Chair must be Stockton faculty (full time) affiliated with CZMT.
· Two committee members (one Stockton, another Stockton or external).
· Optional: up to two thesis readers.
Appointment of Thesis Committee.
Student sends Thesis Committee form to Program Chair.
Proposal Review / Defense
Prepare thesis proposal.
Thesis Chair sends proposal to thesis committee members for review.
Present proposal to thesis committee.
Proposal Review Report.
· Thesis Chair sends to Program Chair.
· Student sends Independent Study form to the Program Chair to register for thesis credits.
Obtain IACUC or IRB approval, if needed.
Thesis Completion / Defense
	Appointment of Oral Defense Committee (including Readers)
· Thesis Chair sends to Program Chair.
Register for CZMT 5880 (9 credits over 2-3 semesters).
Conduct research, submit written thesis.
Defend thesis in public presentation.
Oral Defense Report
· Thesis Chair sends Signature Page and final thesis to Program Chair.
Revise and submit final written thesis.
Degree Awarded











[bookmark: _Toc149750304][bookmark: _Hlk148276554]Appendix D: Sample MS Thesis Title Page


[Thesis Title]

[Author Name]


A thesis submitted in partial fulfillment
of the requirements for the degree of
Master of Science in Coastal Zone Management

Stockton University

[Type date of revised thesis (Month, Year)]


Written under the direction of 
[Type name of thesis chair]

And approved by:


_____________________________ , Chair, Thesis Committee
[Type name of Thesis Chair]

_____________________________ , Member, Thesis Committee
[Type name of Committee Member]

_____________________________ , Member, Thesis Committee
[Type name of Committee Member]

_____________________________ , Reader
[Type name of Reader]

_____________________________ , Reader
[Type name of Reader]

_____________________________ , Dean, School of Natural Sciences & Mathematics
[Type name of NAMS Dean]
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