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Description of Project for Sabbatical Leave Fall 2019: Namibia’s use of UN Voting to Express 

Foreign Policy Interests 

Tina Zappile, Associate Professor of Political Science 

 

Statement of Aims and Objectives of Project: Please consider my application for sabbatical leave for Fall 2019. I 

plan to meet the following objectives: 

1) Complete the final phase of an ongoing research project on the case of Namibia’s foreign policy and 

voting behavior in international organizations to determine how they are expressing their foreign policy 

interests in the United Nations system and how, if at all, their alliances have shifted in the last 10-15 years  

2) Submit a journal-length paper for publication 

3) Build on the submitted case study to develop a series of generalizable hypotheses that explain foreign 

policy decision making for future research projects after the sabbatical. Note: this will provide me the 

opportunity to shift my research in a new direction after the sabbatical to apply social/behavioral 

psychology to explain how groups of people make decisions about foreign policy. 

The justification for a sabbatical is based on the following. In order to complete my case study on Namibia’s 

foreign policy, my schedule for interviewing of Namibian policymakers will need to follow the working schedule 

of the United Nations General Assembly session in New York between September-October 2019. During these 

two months, I will be traveling for the day to UN Headquarters in New York City with a sporadic schedule based 

on availability of the Namibian and other delegations. Their availability is also subject to change, requiring me to 

be flexible to travel. I would not be able to conduct interviews of Namibian delegates and delegates from 

countries within their UN voting bloc (e.g., South Africa) without this flexibility. I will also be attending UN 

meetings during the workweek as a member of the International Studies Association which has consultative status 

with the UN. These opportunities will arise without much notice, thereby making it difficult to manage with a 

normal teaching load.  

 

Background Work:  The first phase of the Namibian case was completed in December 2016 with students in 

POLS 2150: Research Methods, culminating in a policy report sent to the U.S. Embassy in Windhoek. This 

project originated with the Diplomacy Lab program organized by the State Department, in which Stockton is a 

participating institution. In this first phase, we gathered data and built the following original databases of votes 

cast by Namibia and other select countries: Human Rights Council 2014- March 2016; Security Council 1999-

2000; Third Committee 2004-September 2016. This first phase culminated in a policy report that was published 

online and cited by mainstream Namibian media in the following articles: “Namibia says US funding cuts will be 

‘regrettable’” (source), “Namibia’s UN voting patterns questioned” (source), and “Editorial ... Do What's Right 

for the Nation” (source). This is important, as it provides additional evidence for how voting in the UN system is 

used as a foreign policy tool by leaders and as a way for civil society to pressure leaders to shape foreign policy.  

 

The second phase of the Namibian case took place in Summer 2017, when I expanded our original quantitative 

dataset to include votes through December 2016, reran analyses of voting patterns, revised the policy report into 

an academic paper suitable for publication, and submitted to peer-review journals in international relations and 

African studies. Reviews for our submitted paper were generally positive and noted our innovative use of voting 

data; however, editors and reviewers consistently recommended expanding the project to a larger, mixed methods 

case study.  

 

Note: I have not been able to start the third and final phase due to my commitment to finishing my e-textbook 

with Smart Sparrow (a publisher of adaptive e-books, courses, etc.) in 2018. Please note that my contract for this 

e-book with Smart Sparrow requires annual updates to be completed on or before July 1st in 2019, 2020, and 

2021, requiring me to dedicate two months each summer towards that work. 

 

Prior to my sabbatical semester, I will complete the following tasks in Spring 2019 and Summer 2019: 

• Attend the International Studies Association annual conference in April 2019 and go to 

workshop/panels on The Behavioral Revolution and International Relations. This series began in 

2017 with the publication of a special issue of International Organization, a flagship journal for the field 

of international relations. Note: I have already been accepted as a presenter for this conference.  

https://thepatriot.com.na/index.php/2018/05/07/namibia-says-us-funding-cuts-will-be-regrettable/
https://thepatriot.com.na/index.php/2017/03/03/namibias-un-voting-patterns-questioned/
https://www.namibian.com.na/169592/archive-read/Editorial--Do-Whats-Right-for-the-Nation
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-organization/article/behavioral-revolution-and-international-relations/C00E297DF5801C7A09F5334ABE40E54D
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• Prepare interview questions, apply for IRB approval. 

• Request permission to attend regular UN General Assembly meetings in September through my 

membership in the International Studies Association (ISA) which has consultative status with the UN. 

• Schedule interviews for September-October in NYC using public spaces or delegation offices. I will 

use my contacts at the U.S. Embassy in Windhoek, Namibia from the first phase of this project to 

schedule these and other interviews.  

• Schedule a 7-10 day trip to Windhoek, Namibia in or around September to conduct follow up and new 

interviews in person. 

• Submit abstract on or around June 1, 2019 to present the paper at African Affairs conference November 

20-24, 2019 https://africanstudies.org/annual-meetings/future-annual-meeting-dates/.  

• Attend the Behavioral Science and Policy Association Conference in June 2019 in New York City as 

a participant: https://behavioralpolicy.org/events/.  

 

Statement of Procedures/Methodology: This will be a mixed methods case study where I will gather and 

analyze qualitative interview data and policy documents and update an existing quantitative database on how 

Namibia votes in key United Nations bodies. For interviews, I will use my contacts at the U.S. Embassy in 

Windhoek, Namibia from the first phase of this project to schedule elite interviews with Namibian policy makers 

through phone and/or video conferencing. Then, I will use the snowballing technique to ask interviewees for 

additional contacts and continue to attempt to schedule remote interviews. As a backup option, I will schedule in-

person interviews and plan to travel to Windhoek for 1-2 weeks in September. Please note that I have recent 

experience interviewing elites in this way for a project on the Black Sea Trade and Development Bank where I 

interviewed senior directors. I have also trained in the snowballing interview technique in a qualitative short 

course through the International Studies Association (ISA). This interview technique is commonly used in the 

field to interview civil society leaders and I will utilize that approach both remotely and on the ground, if travel 

becomes necessary. Finally, the first phase of my project included interactions with senior U.S. diplomats in 

Namibia and I have a standing offer for assistance to connect me to Namibian leaders. In addition to interviews, I 

will also gather original policy documents, statements, and speeches by government leaders from official 

government sources that are publicly available and make formal requests in Summer 2019 for additional 

documents where necessary. Once that qualitative data is gathered, I will develop a coding system to run a content 

analysis to derive main themes and identify key interests, positions, and allies.   

 

During my sabbatical semester, I will complete the following tasks: 

• Attend UN General Assembly sessions where Namibia is present and voting – estimate of 8-10 full 

days of travel to New York for the day with 3-4 additional hours of note taking for each day; this 

could be higher depending on agenda and schedule of Namibian delegation  

• Conduct interviews with Namibian delegates at or near the UN in New York City –  estimate of 5-7 

interviews of 1-2 hours with 4-5 hours of transcription and note-taking for each interview each, 

snowball technique might lead to more interviews than anticipated 

• Conduct interviews with Namibian media, civil society leaders – estimate of 15-20 interviews of 1-2 

hours/each with 4-5 hours of transcription and note-taking for each interview  

• Update quantitative database of Namibian voting in UN bodies through December 2018 and rerun 

quantitative analysis –  estimate of 50-60 hours, including 30-40 of data gathering and entry, as data 

is available only in .pdf form without the ability to transfer directly to a database, and 20-30 hours of 

running new analyses for voting ratios and alignment of voting behavior of Namibia with select 

other countries (e.g., China, the U.S., Russia, etc.) 

• Gather original policy documents, statements, and speeches by government leaders from official 

government sources that are publicly available and make formal requests in Summer 2019 where 

necessary –  estimate of 35-40 hours of work, including note taking 

• Develop a coding system to run a content analysis to derive main themes and identify key interests, 
positions, and allies in Namibia’s foreign policy – estimate of 35-40 hours including analyzing output 

• Analyze and compare results from qualitative coding of interviews and official records to updated 

quantitative results for the same time period – estimate of 30-35 hours 

https://africanstudies.org/annual-meetings/future-annual-meeting-dates/
https://behavioralpolicy.org/events/
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• Conduct a literature review on behavioral explanations for decision-making in international relations 

to include in this paper 

• Write a draft manuscript – estimate of 25-30 hours 

• Attend and present draft manuscript at the African Affairs conference November 20-24, 2019 

https://africanstudies.org/annual-meetings/future-annual-meeting-dates/ 

• Submit paper #1 for publication in a peer review journal in international and African affairs at the end of 

the semester 

• Attend the University of Pennsylvania’s Behavioral Ethics Lab’s annual two-day workshop in October in 

Philadelphia – there is nothing to prepare; I will attend as an audience member 

• Register for Yale’s Behavioral Sciences Workshop (an interdisciplinary seminar series featuring speakers 

of broad appeal in the behavioral sciences) for 2019-2020 –  there is nothing to prepare; I will attend as an 

audience member 

 

Importance or Value: The sabbatical research project is an opportunity for me to dive deeper into qualitative 

data in order to understand Namibia’s foreign policy positions, how their leaders communicate those positions to 

the outside world, how civil society uses evidence like voting records to make demands on the state, and how 
Namibian leaders are navigating the competition between the U.S. and the west and China. This is especially 

important now when countries like Namibian are attempting to deal with the increased influence of China in their 

country and sub-Saharan African as a region, which has grabbed the attention of much of the world. Namibia is an 

excellent case to explore how Chinese competition for influence is impacting the foreign policy of states with 

increased investments and pressure from China to align with them and against the U.S.. More broadly, my 

research focuses on how countries interact with each other in international organizations like the United 

Nations, World Bank, among others. This case study provides me the opportunity to generate new insights 

from what drives the decisions of groups of elites as they try to figure out how to negotiate and express their 

interests in the larger world system of overlapping organizations, institutions, and rules . States like Namibia 

are stuck in between China’s expectations for alliances stemming from their investments in the region (and 

everywhere else), while the West continues to hold purse strings and attempts to exert influence. 

 

Further Research or Study: This case study on Namibia will provide me an opportunity to generate 

hypotheses about what explains how groups of people make decisions about foreign policy. After the sabbatical, I 

plan to build on the ‘future research’ section of completed paper to develop a series of generalizable hypotheses 

that can be tested through behavioral studies using online software and/or in person experiments. I have already 

laid the groundwork to pivot towards this kind of research and included in my sabbatical timeline are 

opportunities to further my training towards starting these future related projects. How countries behave and the 

decisions that leaders make in the UN system comprise a significant portion of international relations. Thus, it is 

important to explore how insights from behavioral/social psychologists might explain how countries interact with 

each other through UN voting and other behaviors. This direction for future research aligns with the recent 

publication of a special issue of International Organization on The Behavioral Revolution and International 

Relations.  

 

Outcome: The key outcome of this sabbatical is to submit a journal-length manuscript for publication in a peer 

review journal such as African Affairs (a top ranked inter-disciplinary journal in African Studies with a focus on 

the politics and international relations of sub-Saharan Africa), International Interactions (a leading 

interdisciplinary journal that publishes original empirical, analytic, and theoretical studies with a particular 

interest in research that focuses upon the broad range of relations and interactions among the actors in the global 

system), or Foreign Policy Analysis (an open forum for research publication that enhances the communication of 

concepts and ideas across theoretical, methodological, geographical and disciplinary boundaries about the study 

of the process, effects, causes or outputs of foreign policy decision-making in either a comparative or case-

specific manner). A secondary outcome is the development of a set of theoretical insights and testable 

hypotheses that will become grounds for future research projects.  

https://africanstudies.org/annual-meetings/future-annual-meeting-dates/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-organization/article/behavioral-revolution-and-international-relations/C00E297DF5801C7A09F5334ABE40E54D
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-organization/article/behavioral-revolution-and-international-relations/C00E297DF5801C7A09F5334ABE40E54D
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