The “A” (Arts)  Subscript



                          
Courses receiving the “A” designation are courses focusing on the languages of art, music, architecture, drama, and dance.  A primary focus of “A” designated courses should be to expand the student’s knowledge of both the creative process and the aesthetics of a given art form from the perspective of either a practitioner or an 

informed observer.

Based on the premise that passive pedagogy is not sufficient for understanding artistic processes, courses designed for the informed observer should be significantly experiential in nature.  That is, those courses should dedicate at least 50% of course time to practicing, viewing, or listening to the fine arts.  In addition, such courses should include at least one primary experience, such as a visit to a museum or attendance at a live performance.  It is understood that courses designated to teach the practices of an art form are, by definition, experiential.
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