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Summary of Teacher Benefits 

• Teachers in the United States rate their lives better than all other occupation 
groups, second only to physicians. 

• There are student loan forgiveness programs for math and science teachers. 

• You can get a job almost anywhere in the U.S. or abroad as a science or math 
teacher. 

• Starting pay ~$50K (9-month, base salary) and matching pension payments. 

• At year 15, the middle 50% of teachers earn  $64K - $100K (9-month salary) 

 

Top Three Reasons to Become a Teacher 
1. To Improve the Quality of Education 

One reason to become a teacher is to impact the education system. The importance of being a 
teacher cannot be overstated. Helping just one student can make the job worth it, but over a 
long and productive career, you have the chance to help thousands of students. Essentially, 
becoming a teacher lets you take part in shaping the next generation. 

2. To Give Back to Your Community 

Teaching is one of the most direct ways to make an impact, and if you are driven by the desire 
to help those around you, being a teacher is an invaluable contribution. Many people cite a 
favorite teacher as a source of inspiration in their decision to pursue a career in education.  

3. To Change the Lives of Students 

Teachers do more than teach, and their impact extends far beyond the classroom. As a teacher, 
you are more than just an educator–you are a mentor, a confidant, and a friend. One of the 
most common reasons to become a teacher is to make a difference in the lives of as many 
students as you can.  A great teacher wants to help students along this path and to play a part 
in shaping the person they will ultimately become. Becoming a teacher lets you take part in 
shaping the next generation. 


