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Greetings and salutations! In between washing the road salt off of our
cars, waiting for warm weather, and oh yes, teaching and reading and writing, we bring you news from the Literature program at Stockton.
Stockton is definitely in the midst of a growth spurt, and the campus is abustle with new construction. The F-wing has been completely remodeled,
with new classrooms, meeting rooms, and faculty offices (some with a
view). Ground has been broken for brand-new student housing. And
there’s much more to come; check out the “masterplan” for yourself on
the college website: http://president.stockton.edu/masterplan.html. Or
even better, stop by for a visit!
The LITT Program has been growing and changing as well. This year we
conducted national searches for two faculty positions, a replacement line
in New Media Studies and new position in Multi-Ethnic Literature of the
US. We have once again made significant changes to the major, including
integrating our Education and Graduate tracks into a new Literary Studies
track, and reinstituting a language and culture study requirement. Our
idea for a “thematic” semester took shape in the Fall as we celebrated a
“Semester of Drama” with many of the full-time faculty teaching dramarelated courses, participating in events linked to the college’s theatre
productions, or simply acting up from time to time.

Goings and Comings
It is with mixed emotions that we report the upcoming retirement of Professor Fred Mench. (We wish him well, but we will miss him!) After next
year, Fred will probably be around 1 term per year for a bit as an adjunct,
spending the rest of his time in Tennessee. The LANG program is searching
now for his replacement (though we know he’s irreplaceable). You can get
a glimpse of one of Fred’s on-going projects by visiting the Fictional Rome
website.
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Scott Rettberg, who introduced many of you to digital media, has decided
to remain in Norway where he is working as an associate professor at the
institute of humanistic informatics at the University of Bergen, teaching
courses in web aesthetics and web design. He’s looking forward to returning to the USA in May to present at MIT's Media in Transition Conference
and the ELO's Future of Electronic Literature Symposium at the University
of Maryland. He is also very excited about getting married to Jill Walker
in early June. Former students can keep up with Scott and stay in touch via
his blog at http://www.retts.net. We wish Scott all the best.
Brian Kim Stephans joined the Literature program in the Fall of 2006 as a
Visiting Assistant Professor of New Media Studies. We are delighted to
announce that Brian will be returning
next year as our new tenure-track Assistant Professor of New Media Studies.
Brian holds an MFA in Electronic Writing from Brown University. He has published in a variety of genres including
poetry ( Free Space Comix , Roof Books,
1998; Gulf , Object Editions, 1998,
downloadable at ubu.com; Angry Penguins, Harry Tankoos, 2000; and What Is
Said to the Poet Concerning Flowers ,
Factory School, 2006), and essays and
interviews (Fashionable Noise: On Digital Poetics, Atelos, 2003 and Before
Starting Over: Selected Writings and
Interviews 1994-2005, Salt Publishing,
2006. He is also the editor of the /ubu
(”slash ubu”) series of e-books at
www.ubu.com/ubu and the creator of
arras.net, devoted to new media poetry
and poetics, where most of his work, including his own series of Arras ebooks, can be found.
Adalaine B. Holton will be joining the
Literature program in the Fall of 2007
as Assistant Professor of Multi-Ethnic
Literature. Adalaine received her Ph.D.
in Literature at the University of California, Santa Cruz, with concentrations in 19th-and 20th-century American Literature and African American
Literature. She is currently a Visiting Assistant Professor at the University of Maryland, Baltimore County. She has presented papers at a variety
of national conferences on such writers as Arthur Schomburg, Jesús
Colón, and W.E.B. DuBois. Her article, “Decolonizing History: Arthur
Schomburg’s Afrodiasporic Archive” was published this Spring in the
Journal of African American History. We look forward to welcoming her
to Stockton.

What We Are Doing
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Full time faculty:
Deborah Gussman was happy to complete her turn as program coordinator
this summer and return to the classroom as an Associate Professor. She
taught a new course in American Drama in the fall, and enjoyed watching
her talented students perform scenes from such diverse plays as Albee’s
The Zoo Story, Norman’s Getting Out, and Hwang’s M. Butterfly. Who knew
they could act as well as they could write? She presented a paper on “Using New Media to Teach Early American Women Writers” at the Society for
the Study of American Women Writers Conference in Philadelphia in November 2006, and got to show off some recent hypertext projects created
by Literary Research students on Mary Rowlandson and Catharine Maria
Sedgwick. Gussman’s work on Sedgwick continues, with an encyclopedia article on Married or Single? published in the Companion to the American
Novel ( New York: Facts on File, 2006), and on-going planning for the 10th
anniversary Sedgwick Symposium to be held in Stockbridge this May.
After a busy summer of teaching and sailing, Lisa Honaker returned to
Stockton in the fall as an Associate Professor of British Literature, her
promotion effective September 1. Having taken on a leadership role in
Stockton’s Political Engagement Project over the summer, much of
Honaker’s fall 2006 semester was taken up with coordinating, attending,
and creating events and presentations for that project. Some of those
events included her own media analysis workshops with Stockton faculty
and Absegami High School teachers as well as a talk by New York Times
Supreme Court reporter Linda Greenhouse, an event attended by both
Stockton students and students from Absegami and Bayville High Schools.
She also worked with Professor Nathan Long, coordinating the Visiting
Writers Series, which featured poets Stephen Dunn and Marie Howe. Her
work with the Political Engagement Project led to her participation in the
American Democracy conference in Snowbird, Utah in June and a Carnegie
Foundation-sponsored meeting in Palo Alto, California in January.
Honaker also shepherded two classes through their Introduction to Research in Literature during the fall semester. This rather large group of
Research students produced some good critical essays on Samuel Beckett,
informative PowerPoint presentations on contemporary playwrights, and a
handsome hypertext project on five Irish playwrights
(http://caxton.stockton.edu/irishplaywrights). College projects and teaching left Honaker less time for writing than she might have liked in the
fall, but she currently at work on a review of a book on Henry James for
the journal English Literature in Transition and has begun research for
a piece on the serial form in traditional print and new media.
Kristin Jacobson introduced students to the wild and wacky fictional
worlds of American Postmodernism during her Senior Seminar course in
the Fall. In the end, the seniors taught her much about the field in their
thoroughly researched thesis papers. And, joining the rest of the Literature faculty, Jacobson (a.k.a. Dr. J) also focused on drama this fall, teaching a course on various kinds of “domestic dramas.” (The course covered
everything from literary dramas to popular television programs.) Her
teaching of postmodern American fiction and domestic dramas directly relates to her research. Currently Jacobson is working on an article about
the connections between the popular Sunday night reality television pro-
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gram, Extreme Makeover: Home Edition, and the nineteenth-century home
manual, The American Woman’s Home. She presented these ideas at a November conference sponsored by the Society for the Study of American
Women Writers and looks forward to presenting research on “Barbara
Kingsolver’s Imagined Geographies” this February at the Twentieth Century Literature and Culture Conference in Louisville, Kentucky.
Tom Kinsella has been doing much the same as he always does. He's working on his bookbinding research in his off time. Currently he and his research associate have an exhibition of American bookbinding history on
display, entitled "Bound and Determined" at Bryn Mawr College. Associated with that exhibition was a Seminar on American Bookbinding History
that Tom helped to organize and that he spoke at. It was very well attended by scholars from across the country (and Canada) and was a great
success. He's just about finished with a study of bookbinder's tickets that
is also associated with the exhibition. That should be published by early
summer. So Tom has been busy. He's teaching both sections of Senior Seminar -- one on Narrative
Theory and the other
on Travel Literature.
The seniors are worried and working hard.
As usual at this time of
year, Tom is beginning
to think about
potatoes. He's going to
have to order his seed
potatoes soon so that
he can get those spuds
in the ground.
Nathan Long is currently working on Conveyance, a short story
collection about people in travel. He was
awarded a Stockton Research and Development Grant and was accepted to a three-week Eastern
Frontier residency at Norton Island, Maine this past summer to work on
the project. To date, he has completed twenty-three stories in the collection,
twelve of which have been placed in journals such as Story Quarterly, Indiana Review, Glimmer Train, Natural Bridge, and Salt Hill. When complete,
Conveyance will be composed of about 30 short pieces linked thematically by
travel--via foot, car, plane, train, bus, etc. While the stories have their own
themes and topics, the collection will also convey how characters’ actions
and beliefs are influenced by motion and, more specifically, by each particular mode of transportation. Long's plan is to finish this collection this
year and send it out to publishers in the fall. His next project is to return to his novel, Different Finland, which he wrote as his MFA thesis.
This fall, Popular Ink Press published a chapbook containing two of
Long's stories, “The Dog” and “The Last Hot Day of Summer”. It was one
five books published in their opening series. In 2006, Long also published
“At Liberty, to Say” and “Sentries” in the The Tusculum Review, “Upstream”
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in The Dos Passo’s Review, and “Jealousy” in the second issue of the journal Fringe. "Billy Tipton Day" is forthcoming in Lodestar Quarterly and
his short story “Real Life Things” was a finalist for the Glimmer Train
Short Short Story Contest. In addition, Long's short non-fiction pieces,
“Temptation" and "Nothing to Lose" were published last year in The Sun.
Brian Kim Stephans has been busy creating and teaching new Literature
and New Media Studies courses, and adjusting to life at Stockton more
generally. A review article of one of his previously published works recently appeared online:
http://www.econoculture.com/m/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&i
d=427&Itemid=36 . Brian also has a book of poems, Kluge: A Meditation, forthcoming from Roof: http://www.roofbooks.com/ . Lastly, he has
been invited to speak to the Centre de recherche sur l'intermédialité in
Montreal on March 28th on his work and new media literature issues.
Ken Tompkins – now in his 41 year of full-time teaching – has a class this
term on podcasting. It seems to be one of the first college-level classes
on podcasting in the country. His students are now working on various literature projects using podcasts to deliver content. Ken also co-presented
a paper this last July on using a wiki in undergraduate Chaucer classes.
Don’t know what a “wiki” is? Like Wikipedia, it is a site where any participant can edit any content. The wiki that Ken used – now closed because of
abuse – offered both faculty- and student-generated content. The paper
was well-received; apparently, wikis had never been used in Chaucerian
studies before. Finally, Ken wrote a short paper for a “technology in the
classroom” seminar held at Stockton this last fall. You can read and hear
a podcast of the paper here: http://caxton.stockton.edu/podped
Associated Faculty:
Stephen Dunn has had his poem, "Where He Found Himself," originally published in The Iowa Review, selected for Best American Poetry 2007
(Scribners). This is the third consecutive year that Stephen has had a poem
in Best American Poetry. His poem "Salvation," originally published in Poetry, won a Pushcart Prize. Stephen also has poems forthcoming in The
New Yorker, Paris Review, The American Poetry Review, TriQuarterly, and
The Georgia Review.
G.T. Lenard, who spent her spring break in Istanbul, wants to send “a
shout-out to everybody and tell you all that I miss you. You kids don't
call, you don't write. I think of all of you so often, and I don't even get a
crummy postcard.” G.T. reports that her courses are going well, and that
she is teaching Faulkner this semester. All former Faulknerians are invited to the Faulkner Dress-Up Day and Trivia Tournament on the last
class of the semester (as always). Show up as your fave Faulkner character and help G.T. referee the Trivia Tournament (or participate, if you'd
like). For date, time, and more details, drop her an email.
Linda Nelson, along with her co-authors, Frida K. Furman and Elizabeth A.
Kelly, of the book, Telling Our Lives: Conversations on Solidarity and Difference, have been invited to do a number of presentations and readings
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on the east coast and in the Midwest, including delivering the Plenary Address at the 30th Annual Women's Studies Conference in Black River
Falls, Wisconsin, in April 2006. With regard to her Jamaica research project, Linda delivered a paper at the 13th International Conference
on Learning, in Montego Bay, Jamaica, in July of 2006. That paper, "Talking
Against the Grain: Life Narratives in Opposition to Patriarchy," represents her preliminary analysis of the narrative construction of agency in
the orally-rendered life stories of a small network of women from Mandeville, Jamaica. The data for this analysis came from her 2005-2006 field
work on the island. Linda’s recent essay, "Your Turn and Mine: CoConstruction and Boundary Negotiation in Triadic Life Narrative Discourse," was presented at the Annual Meetings of the American Anthropological Association, Nov. 06. These works represent her continuing interest in cultural constructions of personal agency in the oral and literary
narratives of African American and African Caribbean women. Linda also
had the opportunity to read two poems from her work in progress, Jamaica
Poems, at an AAA session organized by the Society for Humanistic Anthropology, which supports the fiction writing of anthropologists.
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Kudos!
Congratulations to our graduates! We are proud of all of you.
Literature Bachelor of Arts
Spring 2006
Katina Argiropoulos
Saira Azad
Toni Baisden
Kathleen Baker
Kristin Burnett
Robyn Chadwick
Matthew Cicalese
Jill Cienki – Cum Laude
Sheila Davis
Judyth Dunleavy
Kathleen Dunn
Thomas Earles
Gabrielle Faiello
Andrea Falcone
MaryBeth Fisher
Tricia Greto – Summa Com Laude
Allison Harris
Cheryl Harvey
Marybeth Holevas
Carole Jecki
Matthew Klein
Andrea Lelley
Sean McMahon
Jennifer Melora

Jessica Miller
Brent Mohring
Cory Nicastro
Kimberly Panico
Elizabeth Pascale
Audra Patterson
Robert Plunkett
Alika Pridgeon
Nermine Prusecki – Magna Cum
Laude
Erin Riley
Michael Rivero – Summa Cum
Laude
Adrienne Schreiber
Kevin Smith
Nicholas Steyn
Kathleen Taricani
Crystal Taylor
Jenna Urban
Edward Van Embden
Kelly Wampler
Raymond Welsh
Tara-Maria Williams
David Zwirz

Fall 2006
Rita M. Appalucci
Melissa L. Bondar
William Boyer
Jonathan L. Branin
Jillian Cianfrini
Sheila Davis
Michael C. Donato
Cecilia Ekong
Joshua Enyeart
Stephanie J. Faber
Cynthia Fedo
Gina T. Frank
Jennifer M. jones
Michael Kappeler
Lauren E. Keating

Alicia B. LaSpina
Amanda R. Longmore
Jenna E. Longmore
Conor Lynch
Jillian L. Maroney
Carley S. Mason – Summa Cum
Laude
Pearl L. Matthews
Kathleen T. Michelfelder
MaryKate Pellegrino
Kristopher T. Petrillo
Robert Plunkett
Julia Smith
Melissa K. Stebnisky
Elizabeth Volpe
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Angela C. Waldron
Theresa Welsh
William Wend
Jennifer E. Willett
Michele B. Yacovino
Special kudos to those of you who have completed or are continuing your
studies at the graduate level. Doug Skinner (class of ’02) completed his
graduate work in Stockton’s MAIT program in December. William Wend is
currently working on his M.A. in English at Monmouth University. Have we
missed somebody? Drop us a line and let us know what you are studying and
where!
Kudos to Lisa Donato, a recent LITT program alumnus, who will be leaving
the ARHU office where she had been working as a researcher and office
assistant this past year to join Bally Technologies as a technical writer.
Lisa went out with a bang, spending her last afternoon presenting “A Life
in Letters" A Look at the Forthcoming Selection of Letters by Langston
Hughes,” a talk in the ARHU Presents lecture series that showcased the
excellent work she has done as an assistant editor of the forthcoming
book The Selected Letters of Langston Hughes (Arnold Rampersad and
David Roessel, editors).
Congratulations also to some of our current students, who were awarded
Stockton Board of Trustees Fellowships for Distinguished Students during the Fall term 2006. Lisa Longo will be writing “A Spell to Find the
Right Words: A Play;” Sara Moulton will be working on a project entitled
“A Poet’s Voice Inspired by Art;” and Rebecca Leopold will be conducting
research on “Tuckerton: A Town of History.”

Life After Stockton
Our last newsletter included a feature on one of your fellow alumni,
Michele Wendt, a teacher at Galloway Community Charter School. In this
issue, we focus on another recent graduate, Nicole Statuti (class of ’05).
Nicole and Deb Gussman had coffee at the Barnes and Noble bookstore in
Marlton over winter break, and they continued the conversation with the
on-line interview that follows.
Deb: Hi Nicole! What have you been doing since you graduated from Stockton?
Nicole: After I graduated Stockton, I moved to New York. I didn’t have a
job when I moved up here; I just knew that this is where I wanted to be. It
was a huge gamble and I quickly realized how quickly you could liquidate
your bank account in such an expensive city. Looking back, maybe it was
risky to come up here without a job secured but the whole thing was such
a catch-22. It is nearly impossible to get hired without residency and it
was difficult to get residency without a job. I had found the apartment, so
I just went for it. For the first 6 months or so, I was working for a temp
agency doing administrative jobs for different media companies including
Sundance and Publicis Groupe. It was actually a great experience, in
hindsight, because I was gaining a lot of highly marketable skills I would
use later to procure a permanent position. It was difficult, though, be-
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cause you are sans health insurance and steady income most of the time.
Some of the positions were temporary because the person was out due to
illness, maternity or vacation but there were some employers who were
trying out new employees before hiring them. Unfortunately, there were
also the employers that were just so horrible that no one wanted to stay
with them; I had a couple of those too. One of my bosses used to call me
the “hired help” to her colleagues. Needless to say, I left her to hire
some new help soon after. I got to a point after that where I felt like I
just couldn’t seem to find my break. I realized more so than ever how
lucky I am to have such supportive family and friends. They were perpetually telling me just to persevere until I found the position that was right.
Then, it finally happened. I got a job with Time Inc. working for one of the
top magazines in the country as an advertising coordinator.
Deb: What do you like best about your current job? Any specific plans for
the future?
Nicole: Working for Time Inc. is definitely a huge part of loving my job.
They treat their employees really well… lots of perks, vacations, amenities… an all around a great company. Also, I have incredible co-workers
and we are a really close-knit team. As for the position itself, working in
advertising has proved to be very challenging and interesting but I definitely know that editorial is still the place for me. I am in the process of
taking on an editorial position within Time Inc. I have learned a great deal
in advertising and am so glad that I had the opportunity to learn an entirely different facet of the magazine. I don’t think you can fully understand an industry without working knowledge of the various components.
I am really looking forward to embarking on this new career adventure.
Aside from my job with Time Inc., I also do freelance writing and volunteer. For some time, I was freelancing with ABC News Radio here in New
York but I kept going back to the writing. That is definitely my true love
and I do [it] whenever I can. I have mostly been writing creative nonfiction
and socio-political shorts on topics like gender and race. The great thing
about freelancing is that you get to write about whatever you want. I can
write and not have to think about the market I’m targeting… it almost
feels more candid in that way. The down side, though, is that sometimes
you can only target niche publications and even then they may not publish
your work. Despite that, I am still writing what I want to write. I am truly
enjoying having the chance to create without the thought that I need to
have it published in a certain place or so I can pay rent this month. Having a great full time job takes a lot of pressure off in that respect. I
know that I have a job I love and I get to pursue one of my passions as well
and see where it takes me.
I also work with a shelter that serves homeless, disadvantaged and needy
clients. I do clothing distribution, which proves to be a very challenging
position. Most people do food distribution where they are behind a table
handing out food. With clothing distribution, I’m in the front lines interacting with the clients one-on -one. It’s hard because a lot of the clients
come in pretty agitated and aren’t the easiest to help. They are used to being on the defensive and it takes a while for them to get to know and trust
you. When you do get through to someone, though, it is incredibly rewarding. It’s almost as if they are so used to being ignored or having money
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thrown at them that when someone treats them like a human being it makes
a world of difference for them. It’s been exceedingly challenging but
also extremely gratifying. I am also currently working on getting involved
at one of the local neighborhood centers as literacy volunteer. The center I am involved with has both enrichment programs like writing workshops and standard tutoring for at-risk students. When I moved to New
York, I knew I wanted to be involved in not-for-profit organization and
these programs have been a great way to do it.
Deb: What do you enjoy most about living in New York City?
Nicole: Is “everything” a good answer? I really love New York though I do
think it’s a bit of an acquired taste for some people. A lot of people tell
me they like New York but could never live here and spout off a plethora
of misconceptions about the city and its inhabitants. Unfortunately, there
is a whole side of New York a lot of visitors don’t have the chance to experience. They usually go to Times Square or other places that “New Yorkers” don’t venture into. The city is incredible because it’s really just a
conglomeration of lots of little neighborhoods. You can find a smalltown-feel in a city of over 8 million people pretty easily. There are times I
will just take the subway and hop off at a random stop to find myself in an
area that I had never seen before. The city is constantly revealing itself
to me.
I also love strange things about the city… the subway probably being my
favorite. I have found to be one of the most socio-economically diverse
places, full of interesting and wonderful people. You really get all the
walks of life… from homeless individuals to millionaires… just every single background and persuasion you can think of. There is always this energy… this life all around you in New York. I have seen so many strange
and fascinating things here. People kind of just do their own thing. Yesterday, I saw an old woman walking a parrot on a leash (true story). New
Yorkers are so interesting…
Deb. Have you read any good books lately? Any recommendations?
Nicole: Actually, I have been reading a lot lately. Every year, I re-read To
Kill A Mockingbird by Harper Lee and The Awakening by Kate Chopin. Novels are such living works. It’s amazing how reading the same novel, at different points of your life, can make it seem completely fresh and different. This past summer, I was looking for a campy, garish novel and picked up
Jacqueline Susann’s Valley of the Dolls because I had never read it before. I was completely engrossed! Right after, I read The Best of Everything by Rona Jaffe and was so affected. Jaffe had the same concept as
Susann; both novels dealt with the lives and loves of young women in New
York. Though these novels were written in a different time period when
women were in a different place socially, as was the world in general,
there is a great amount of relate-ability that spans across generations. I
think that is what makes any novel so great. The Hours by Michael Cunningham examined this same concept. Three different women, in three different decades, dealing with the undercurrent of these same problems
that face all women... So fascinating. My fun recommendations would be
some of the shorts by Carson McCullers. She is such a strange and bril-

The Irregular Littonian

Spring, 2007

liant writer. I’m rarely disappointed by any of her work. Also, I would be
remiss if I didn’t recommend Bryan Fogel and Sam Wolfson’s Jewtopia. It
was probably one of the funniest things I have ever read. I couldn’t put it
down.
Deb: Any shout outs to anyone at Stockton?
Nicole: Definitely… you, Bill Daly, Lisa Honaker, Linda Wharton and
Henry Van Kuiken… would be a great start. Every single day, I apply something that I learned at Stockton to my daily life whether it is in relationships, at work or just as a member of society. These professors, and others, taught me how to critically think; they never spoon-fed me anything.
They taught me how to examine all the information around me and create
my own ideas and opinions. I feel my time at Stockton made me more openminded and able to see both sides of a situation and critically assess it. I
also feel they especially helped me unlock a lot of potential in my career
and ability to create that I didn’t know was there. I am so grateful for
their influence and wisdom.
That’s all from Nicole. Is something exciting going on in your life? Be sure
to drop Tom Kinsella, program coordinator, a line, so we can tell everyone
about it.

LITT Program Upcoming Events
The Bash
Our annual LITT/LANG Bash continues to be the highlight of the year for
many of us, and it just keeps getting bigger and swankier (well, bigger
anyway). There will be good food, music, and awards aplenty for essays,
weblogs, poetry and fiction. Please come and join the fun. This year’s
shindig is scheduled for Friday, April 20th at 4:30 pm in the TRLC.
The Visiting Writers Series:
Alumni reading: David Floyd (poet) and Dan Grote (novelist)
Thursday, April 5, 8 PM
Stockpot reading with Emari DiGiorgio
Thursday, April 19, 8 PM
All of these readings are free and open to the public. By the way, we welcome contributions to sustain the Visiting Writers Series. If you're interested in making a donation (of any size), please contact Nathan Long at
609-652-4887 or Nathan.Long@stockton.edu
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Well, to quote Bugs Bunny, “That’s all folks.” Be sure to keep us informed
of the goings-on in your lives. We really do love hearing from you. If you
get a chance, drop us a line with news about your jobs and families.
Deb Gussman for
The Literature Program
Lisa Honaker
Kristin Jacobson
Nathan Long
Tom Kinsella
Brian Stephans
Ken Tompkins

